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distance off. It seems probable that in the future much more
importance will be attached to the avoidance of glare in street
lighting, and that efforts will be concentrated on the design of
globes and lanterns of a more artistic kind, giving sufficient light
but having a milder luminosity. The elimination of glare is so
vital, that many people would be willing to make consider-
able sacrifices as regards efficiency and uniformity if necessary
to this end; holding that with less light from well-screened
lights we should nevertheless see our way about better than
at present. It has even "been suggested that there is a future
for unite of the semi-indirect type, the lower rays being inter-
cepted by a diffusing hemisphere and the upper rays received
on an enamelled reflector. While there are difficulties in the
use of this form of unit, it is quite conceivable that in some
streets it might be acceptable, especially when economy is not
the main consideration.
One point that is apt to be overlooked by designers of units
intended to give uniform street illumination is that in practice
it is rarely possible to place the lamps a>s theoretical suggestions
would suggest. In most cities, when a change of lighting is
contemplated, the new illuininants have to be attached to the
old lamp-posts already in position. Moreover, there are often
cases in which the ideal spacing has to be interrupted owing to
intersecting roads, street refuges, etc.
The present methods of arranging street lamps are practically
four in number, namely : (a) lamps staggered alternately on either
side of the street, (&) lamps arranged down the centre of the road
(suitable only for wide streets), (c) lamps suspended on "brackets
from the houses .and at the sides of the street, and (d) lamps
suspended centrally over the roadway from wires spanning the
street.
Of these, the first method is much the most usual, but it may
(as in Whitehall, London) be supplemented by lamps mounted
over street refuges. One of the best known instances of lighting
from central standards is the row of standards, each carrying two
flame arc lamps, in Oxford Street, London. The two other
methods are in general only applicable in cases where the
authorities have the right to make use of the surface of the
houses lining the street for support. In the City of London both
methods have been used. High-pressure gas lamps suspended
on "brackets have been used in Fleet Street, and the central
suspension system (which was introduced much earlier on the